January and February Films at the Cleveland Museum of Art 


New International Films 

Admission to each program is $7 ($5 museum members). 

Gartner Auditorium 
Absolut Warhola 
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Jan. 10, 7 p.m. 

(Germany, 2001, color, subtitles, 35mm, 80 min.) Directed by Stanislaw Mucha. Wry, affectionate portrait of a 
Slovakian village where Andy Warhol’s parents were bom and which claims the artist as its own. Amusing 
interviews with Warhol’s relatives and the curator of the local Warhol museum provide startling new perspectives 
on the artist’s work. This is a rare opportunity to see a movie, not distributed in the U.S.! 

Lecture Hall on Wednesday; Gartner Auditorium on Friday 
Lan Yu 

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m. 

(Hong Kong/China, 2001, color, subtitles, 35mm, 86 min.) Directed by Stanley Kwan. This groundbreaking 
Chinese gay film, adapted from an Internet novel, was shot in Beijing without government permission, Set against 
the backdrop of the Tiananmen Square massacre, the movie chronicles the clandestine love affair between a 
successful urban businessman and an architecture student from the country. No one under 18 admitted! “Stanley 
Kwan has directed not only one of the best gay love stories ever made, but one of the best love stories of any 
stripe” {Film Journal International), www.strandrel.com 

Gartner Auditorium on Wednesday; Lecture Hall on Sunday 
Very Annie-Mary 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 7 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 26, 1:30 p.m. 

(Britain, 2001, color, 35mm, 105 min.) Directed by Safa Sugemian, with Rachel Griffiths {Six Feet Under) and 
Jonathan Pryce. A gawky, lonely young woman living under the thumb of her strict, widowed, silver-tongued 
father in a small Welsh village decides to resume a singing career that was interrupted by her mother’s illness. “A 
must see... Delightfully screwball, this warm and funny film hits all the right notes” {Film Comment). 
www.erapirepicturesusa.com 

Lecture Hall on Wednesday; Gartner Auditorium on Friday 
The Farewell 

Wednesday, Jan. 29, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Jan. 31,7 p.m. 

(Germany/Poland, 2000, color, subtitles, 35mm, 91 min.) Directed by Jan Schiitte. Shortly before his 1956 death, 
the ailing playwright Bertolt Brecht spends an eventful day bickering with his wife, daughter, friends and three 
mistresses at his East German lakeside summer cottage. Music by John Cale. “An engrossing visit to the bizarre 
household of a sly yet candid master” (Stanley Kaufftnann, The New Republic), www.newyorkerfilms.com 

Lecture Hall 

Black History Month Double Feature! 

Wednesday, Feb. 5, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m. 

Strange Fruit 

(USA, 2001, color/b&w, projected video, 57 min.) Directed by Joel Katz, with Billie Holiday, Pete Seeger and 
Amiri Baraka 



Hughes ' Dream Harlem 

(USA, 2002, color, projected video, 61 min.) Directed by Jamal Joseph, with Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, and Sonia 
Sanchez. Two new documentaries on 20th-century African-American history. The first film traces the histoiy of 
the famous Holiday anti-lynching song of the same name, which was penned in 1938 by a Jewish schoolteacher in 
the Bronx and became one of the most effective protest anthems ever. The second explores the links between 
Langston Hughes’ jazz-inspired poetry and today’s hip-hop culture and spoken-word movement. 
www.newsreel.org 

Gartner Auditorium on Wednesday; Lecture Hall on Sunday 
The Chateau 

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 16, 1:30 p.m. 

(USA, 2001, color, some subtitles, 35mm, 91 min.) Directed by Jesse Peretz, with Paul Rudd, Romany Malco and 
Sylvie Testud. In this very funny culture-clash comedy, a neurotic slacker from Kansas and his go-getter, African 
American adopted brother journey to France to claim a chateau they have inherited from a distant uncle. But when 
they discover the place is dilapidated and debt-ridden, they decide to sell it — against the wishes of its French staff 
“Despite the humor and its overall good nature, The Chateau [is] more substantial than a feel-good romp” {San 
Francisco Chronicle), www.thechateaufilm.com 

Gartner Auditorium on Wednesday; Lecture Hall on Sunday 
Take Care of My Cat 
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 23, 1:30 p.m. 

(S. Korea, 2001, color, subtitles, 35mm, 112 min.) Directed by Jeong Jae Eun. Five young South Korean women 
living in the port city of Inchon, all high school classmates, try to maintain their close-knit friendship after 
graduation amid new jobs and the high tech hubbub of modern life. Though this proves difficult, they remain 
linked by cell phones and a stray cat they all care for. “A big surprise ... The end of girlhood handled with unusual 
tenderness” (Village Voice), www.kino.com/takecareofmycat 

Lecture Hall 

Schmelvis: Searching for the King’s Jewish Roots 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 7 p.m. 

Sunday, March 2, 1:30 p.m. 

(Canada, 2002, color, projected video, 76 min.) Directed by Max Wallace. This entertaining, eye-opening 
exploration of Elvis Presley’s Jewish roots (his maternal great great-grandmother was a Jew) focuses on Montreal- 
based Elvis impersonator Dan Hartal, a.k.a. “Schmelvis,” who performs Presley songs in a Jewish musical style at 
senior citizen centers. In the film. Hartal makes a pilgrimage to Memphis in a Winnebago to perform Kaddish at 
Elvis’ grave. Along the way he meets some colorful locals, who are surprised by what he has to tell them about the 
King, www.schmelvis.com 



